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2016  AUSTRALIAN  SCHOOLBOYS  BASEBALL  USA  TOUR
Game #:
15 

vs

AZ Tigers Padres 
Date:

October 2, 2016

Venue:
 Peoria Complex, Phoenix, Arizona
Result: 
AZ Tigers Padres 2 def. Australia 1 
	
	Inn / Team
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	R
	H
	E

	V
	AZ Tigers Padres
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	
	
	
	2
	6
	0

	H
	Australia
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	
	1
	6
	1


	Bat
	Australia
	Pos
	At
Plate
	Hits
	Walks 
	RBIs
	Sacs
	Stolen

Bases
	Runs

Scored

	1
	H. Fullerton
	SS
	4
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0

	2
	S. Kelleher
	2B
	4
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0

	3
	B. Tsui
	LF
	4
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	4
	J. McArdle
	1B
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	5
	A. Hall
	C
	3
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	6
	C. Goodman
	DH
	3
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	7
	J. Bedggood
	DH
	3
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	8
	J. Young
	RF
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	9
	D. Fritsch
	3B
	3
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	9
	M. Martinson
S. Kimmorley
	CF
	2
1
	0
0
	0
0
	0
0
	1
0
	0
0
	0
0


Pitchers

	Australia 
	Innings Pitched
	Ks
	Hits
	Walks
	HPB
	Runs
	Earned Runs

	J. Robins
	6
	4
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0

	L. Turner
	2
	2
	3
	1
	0
	2
	2


Today’s double headers (one eight innings game, one seven innings) were against a combined Tigers / Padres scouts’ prospects, a team drawn from throughout Arizona. Lot of cloud cover when we started and it was a very pleasant 24 degrees.

Josh Robins was on the hill for us and sat down the first three opposing hitters. Fullerton did his usual great lead off job and put a great swing on a fast ball for a double over left field. Tsui also beat out a single and we were threatening with runners on first and third but an innings ending double play closed it down.
In the 3rd, they had a runner on second with two out and a ball was hit through the hole at shortstop. Fullerton did a great job to cut it off, and he then combined with Fritsch for a great defensive out when their runner over ran third base. We got on the board when Fritsch led off with a sharp single to right field and Martinson bunted him through to second. Kelleher’s base hit to left field then brought him home for us to take a 1 - 0 lead after three.
Pitching was really on top and there was no further score through six innings. Robins came out of the game after the 6th and it had been, in my opinion, the most impressive pitching performance of our tour, particularly considering the quality of the opposition. They had five guys in their lineup who’ve already got full scholarships to Division 1 colleges for next year and Robins had dominated them, keeping them scoreless while giving up only three hits with four strikeouts and impressively, no walks. 
Turner came on for the 7th and had a quick three up three down innings and we also didn’t score so we headed into the last with a 1 - 0 lead. They came out swinging and their first two hitters got base hits. A pass ball and another base hit saw them score two and they’d taken the lead for the first time in the game. In our last, Fullerton and Kelleher drew walks with two outs but a pop up ended the game and we’d lost 2 - 1. It had been a very high quality game which really showed our kids can compete against their best but the bottom line is we’d lost. This was a real tough one to swallow as we’d been on top all game and got beaten at the death, but it just reinforced the old baseball idiom that’s it’s never over till it’s over.
We were then to have a thirty minute break before the next game and about ten minutes before the start time, the heavens really opened up (even though we’d been told it hardly ever rains in Arizona !!) and all the fields in the complex quickly became unplayable and no further play was possible. It was a disappointing way to end our Arizona sojourn.

Josh Spence then spoke to our kids for about thirty minutes about his baseball career from Australian junior teams and Australian Schoolboys, to junior college to Arizona State to pro ball and Major League. He really has done it all at so many different levels and his insights into college and pro ball were invaluable. He also organized for us the use of the Padres clubhouse to shower and change before our long trip back to LA, and our kids were blown away by the facilities as it was just like being in a big league clubhouse.

We have a rest day tomorrow and have now organized to play a double header on Tuesday against Irvine Valley College. 

